Food ingestion and egestion in mating reactive populations of Paramecium primaurelia.
The study of food ingestion and egestion carried out on Paramecium primaurelia mating reactive cells shows that, after their transfer into a medium with suspended particles, the complementary mating type cells exhibit very significant differences in the food vacuole formation and egestion rate. Under the same external environmental conditions, the mating type II cells form and egest a higher number of food vacuoles when compared with mating type I cells. The higher rate of food vacuole formation shown by the mating type II cells is related to their faster growth rate.